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: “police atrocities” since Saturday 
at BDD Chawls in Worli ended 
abruptly when the. police dispersed |" 
the young Harijan participants on 
Cr. B. R. Ambedkar Road with 
tear-gas and lathis. 


After the incident, some injured 
people were jtakea to the mnear-by 
K. EF. M. Hospital. Of the two ad- 


mitted. one died while the condition 
of the other was improving. 

Late in the night, the police said 
Mr. Bhagwati Ramji Jadhay (25) had 
died because of “stone-throwing of 
some heavy object falling on his 
head.” 


However, the Paather ieaderg said 
Mr. Jadhav was a meee oftheir 
organisation. 


The march from Deorukhkar Chowk 
at Naigaum was peaceful till it reach- 
ed the Parel junction when. stones 

‘were hurled from buildings. on the 
Panthers and the police arrested four 
of their leaders. 


DRAGGED BY HAIR 


Leaderless, the young men and wo- 
men ran helter-skelter, some going 
towards the Parel junction and the 


up the youths mercilessly. 
porter saw the police drag 


men while the other constables beat | 
them with lathis. 
_ Some of the youths were hit with 
rifle butts as the policemen rained 
‘abuses. on them. 


On Saturday night, the Panthers’ 


Meeting at the chawls was disrupted, | 
was burnt and stones {- 


their pandal 
were hurled at them. This was fol- 
Jowed by attacks on their chawls and 
their leaders 


-chawls_ and beating up Harijans. 
PANTHERS KEEP CALM 


To protest against this, the Panther 


took out a procession on Thursday.) 
Four Panther leaders against whom 
warrants of arrests had been issued 
also 


icipated in the morcha. 
e procession reached Krish- 


junction, stones were hurl. 
The Panthers wanted to re- 
taliate,but their leaders calmed them 
down. The police did not take action 
against the stone-thrawers. and a sub- 
inspector merely whipped out. his ser- 
vice revolver. 

As the marchers proceeded, stones, 
were hurled from Aaimai Merwanji 


“MORCHA. by Dalit Panthers. 
on Thursday to protest against | 
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ging some | 
of the panthers to the van by their 
hair; some were held by two police- | 


| 


allege that the police | 
took a partisan attitude, entering the | 


and Laxmi Cottage near i 


i 


Road, Hess too, the Harijans dene 
quiet. 

“Meanwhile” “the ‘police got informa- 
tion that the four Panther “leaders, Mr.. 
Namdeo Dhasal, Mr. Bhai Sangare, 
Mr. J. V. Pawar and Mr. Latif Kha- 
tik—-were in the precession. 

Senior police officers immediately 
isolated the leaders and made them 
enter the police van. Then the police’ 
made a cane-charge on the rest of 
the Panthers. Half of them were push-| 
ed towards Parel T.T. while the rest | 
fled towards the Central Railway 
Workshop playground. 

The young boys in the morcha be- 
gan stoning buildings and thé police. 
The SRP and police constables burst 
tear-gas shells to disperse the proces- 
sion and started to arrest the Panthers 
from. the lanes and by-lanes where 
they had taken shelter. 

‘According to the Panther leaders, 
nearly 100 people were arrested and 
40, including two women, were injur- 
ed. Several of them were beatae, 
profusely. 

The police claimed six policemen. 
were injured and 71 people had been) 
arrested on a charge of tioting, 

They said the procession was take 


out to urge the voters to boycott the | 
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elections and also to protest against | 
the police for their part in the BDD | 


Chawls episode de. The processionists | 
shouted, ‘Nivadnukine kay milnar—| 
Jathimar. gsolibar (Elections will give | 


you nothing except a lathi-charge ‘and | 
firing).” | 

By-4 p.i.. 
had gathered. 
soda-water 
| cinema 

The Panther 
immediate suspension of the assistant 
police commissioner, Mr. Balsara, who 
they felt was responsible for the high- 
handedness of the police. 

The secretary of the Bombay com- 
mittee of the CPI, Mr. L. 5. Karkha- | 
nis, condemmed the lathi-charge. 

Mr. S. Y. Kolhatkar, CPM leader, 
appealed to all democratic and lett 
parties and trade unions to take a 
the issue, — 


nearly 8,000 Marijans4 
They were greeted with | 
bottles, near the Chitra | 
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to Information (RTT) Act, ac- 
tivists and Mumbaiites across 
the spectrum are demanding to 
see the papers. a 
And Doias is a veteran who 
knows just how to ask. In the last 
three years since the Act was in- 
troduced in Maharashtra, he has 
helped file 1,200 applications 
spanning land-use violations, 
garbage collection and missing 


(Rs 10,750). 

“Officers are fined when they 
refuse to give information. 
Ideaily, they shouldn’t hold on to 


_ information the way they do, and 


lam hopeful we will soon reach a 
time when the desired reply 
comes as fast as it is needed,” 
says Dolas. 

For Dolas, it all began witha 
reserved plot that got alloted toa 
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words and got him results. “I 
found it extremely useful get- 
ting advice from Dolas,” says 
the doctor. 

All this he does after a de- 
manding 9-to-5 job in the city, 
commuting in the crush of the lo- 
cal train from his house at Thane 
and back. 

Tt was a Dolas application that 
saw the Thane civic body replace 


RTI—SNDT College, Church- | 
gate, has just asked him to leeture 
on it for their teaching staff. 

Requests come from out of 
Mumbai as well—citizens’ group 
Ahmednagar Nagrik Manch has 
also asked him to lecture on the 
Act. “I never miss an opportu- 
nity to speak about it—I want 
more and more people to use it,” 
says Dolas. 
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